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Improving the efficiency of GEO debris observation
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Abstract

Our study focuses on improving the efficiency of ground-based optical observations of orbital debris around
geosynchronous orbit (GEQ). The overall goal is to contribute in the creation of an independent Japanese debris
catalogue. The study consists of two approaches. The first approach is the modeling of the orbital debris
environment. The debris modeling methods are applied to debris observations obtained from Nyukasa
observatory. This paper compares real observations with undetected debris data from possible breakups. The

second approach is to improve the image processing performance required for debris detection. New algorithms

are applied to the existing debris detection algorithm called the stacking method. Finally, this paper also shows
our planned debris observation system at Kyushu University.
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Hayabusa-2 Mission Project

Makoto YOSHIK AWA, Hayabusa-2 Preproject Team

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency

Abstract
Asteroid sample return spacecraft Hayabusa was launched in 2003, and at present (Feb. 2010) it is on the way back

to the earth. Hayabusa has revealed many new things for a small near earth object, but still there are a lot of mysteries in

asteroids. Therefore, we are planning a next sample return mission, Hyabusa-2. Haybusa-2 also will explore a small

near earth asteroid whose spectral type is C-type. We think that C-type asteroid has organic material and water, so it is

important to understand the origin of the life. It is also important from the point of spaceguard. We hope we can start

Hayabusa-2 mission as soon as possible.

Key words: Hayabusa, Exploration, Asteroid, Sample return
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1 Introduction

Advent of mosaic GCD cameras have recently
provided wide-field surveys by 1-m c¢lass
telescope for Near Earth Asteroids (hereafter
NEAs) that have a semi-major axis less than 1.3
AU, such as Catalina Sky Survey (Larson et al.
1998, 2003), Lincoln Near-Earth Asteroid
Research (Stokes & Kostishack 1997) ,
Spacewatch (Perry et al. 1996). These surveys
obtained about 10 GB or larger volume of data
per day and discovered about one thousand NEAs
per year. :

Asteroids have typical daily motions of 15
arcminutes or larger across the sky, and
undertaking followup observations soon after
their detection is important for
determination of their orbital properties. In
particular, the NEAs move a few degrees per day
and often become fainter because they go away
from the Earth. Thus, determination of the
orbits of the NEAs requires us for completing
data processing of a large volume of images
within several hours and starting follow
observations all over the world.

Previous works constructed the algorithms of
detecting very faint main-belt asteroids
automatically by utilizing the matched filter
or by combining multiple frames along the

typical motion of main-belt asteroids (Gural
et al. 2005; Yanagisawa et al. 2005).

For several years, fully-depleted CCDs and
computer processors have great improvements
First, the ful ly-depleted CCDs have advantage
of high quantum efficiency up to $¥sim 9000
¥AA$, and highlight on observation at longer
wave length that asteroids are brighter.
However, the fully-depleted CCDs are
sensitive to the cosmic-ray events and produce
many cosmic rays of various shapes and sizes.
The cosmic-rays are found to occupy $¥sim
0.2-0. 7¥%$ of the whole image of the

ful ly-depleted CCDs from our investigation,
and these robust identification and removal in
a single frame are very important. Second,
multi-core PCs have become widely used, and
appropriate parallel processing plays roles
in fast detection of asteroids from large
volume od data. In particular, previous works
mainly focused on detection of main-belt
asteroids, and construction of the fast
detection algorithm for the asteroids that
moved in various directions and quantities is
vital.

Motivated above, we constructed a new
algorithm

that quickly detects the asteroids with
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various motions from the imaging data provided
by fully-depleted CCDs. We describe the new
algorithm in detailed in Section 2, and apply
the algorithm for some imaging data in Section
3.

2 Method

The algorithms to reduce the cosmic-ray events
from a single frame were constructed (Rhoads
2000; van Dokkum 2001; Pych 2004). Farage &
Pimbblet (2005) performed a benchmark test by
applying the algorithm for artificial images
having various cosmic ray events. They found
that the method of van Dokkum have the highest
performance in various factors, such as the
fraction of detected cosmic-ray pixels and
spurious pixels, and thus we first remove
cosmic-ray events by using the method.
However, some elongated events could not be
removed completely. in many cases they are
tesolved into a lot of sources concentrated
much more central ly than stars. We thus remove
such compact sources by utilizing the
parameters in sextractor software (Bertin ¥&
Arnouts 1996), i.e., the value at the peak of
the source relative to the totally integrated
value (Robin et al. 2007) and the number of the
pixels having values larger than the
threshold.

We summarize the procedure of the asteroid
detection below.

- We remove cosmic-ray events by using the
method of van Dokkum (2001), Robin et al.
(2007), and the number of the pixels having
values larger than the background (typically
9 pixels).

- We determinate the parameters of World
Coordinates System (WCS) with high precision
by fitting the 3rd or 5th polynominal for
distortion correction We adopt the USNO-SA2. 0
for astrometric catalogs.

* We detect the astronomical objects with
sextractor software by applying convolution.
For detection of the faint asteroids, the
theshold of the objects is 1$¥sigma$ above
background

* We remove known stars and galaxies by using
the USNO-B catalog (Monet et al. 2003) and the
Seventh Data Release of the Sloan Digital Sky
Survey (Abazajian et al. 2009).

* We divide into some subimages with overlap
regions and search for moving objects with 0-C
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residual less than 1.5”. The area of subimages
is provided by the maximum quantities of the
motion of the target asteroids, i.e., (the
maximum daily motion of the asteroid) x (the
observation duration between first and latest
frames).

We perform parallel processing for
determination of the WCS parameters,
removal of the stars and galaxies, and
search for moving objects.

3 Resuits

We apply the new algorithm for real imaging
data. The 2KCCD camera mounted on 1-m Schmidt
telescope at Kiso observatory covers 50’ x 50°
with pixel scale of 1.5”. Unfortunely, the
camera do not use ful ly-depleted CCD chip, and
the cosmic-ray events occupies only 0.04 % of
the image. We obtain a set of 9 imaging data
at about 1 hour west of the opposition on 13
October, 2004 by using
Subaru-Mitaka-Okayama—Kiso Archive System
(Baba et al. 2002). The exposure time of the
data is 240 sec and the observation duration
is about 50 minutes. We use Intel (R) Xeon(R)
2 QuadCore X5470 3.33 GHz processor for the
detection of the asteroid.

Table 1 shows the number of the asteroids that
are detected by our algorithm and eyes, as a
function of the magnitude predicted from the
orbital parameters provided by the Minor
Planet Center. The detection denotes the
fraction of the asteroids detected with the
0-C residual less than 1.5” by our algorithm
for the asteroid confirmed by naked eyes. We
confirmed 11 main-belt asteroids and 1 comet
by naked eyes in the fields. Our algorithm does
not detect 3 main-belt asteroids. One of them
moves around the stars during observation,
whereas the remainning two asteroids have
relatively low S/N, S/N $sim 7.

The former asteroid is detected as
astronomical objects, but their 0-C residuals
are $¥sim 2”8. The |atter asteroids are not
detected as astronomical objects

For this detection, it takes about 10 minutes. -
Most of the time It consists of 5 minutes for
removal of cosmic-ray events, 40 sec for
determination of the WCS parameters, 1 minute
for removal of star and galaxies, 2 minutes for
search of the moving objects, and 20 sec for
others.
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Summary

We constructed a new fast algorithm for
asteroids with various motions, which is
applicable for the images of ful ly-depleted
GCDs. The algorithm is optimized for
currently widely used multi-core PCs.
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Development of Trajectory Analysis System for Asteroids
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Abstract

The trajectories of the asteroids are important not only for the scientific motivation, but also for monitoring the

Potentially Hazardous Asteroids (PHAs). A lot of observatories make efforts for searching and tracking PHAs,

and have discovered some dangerous asteroids, like 99942 Apophis (2004 MN4) etc. The accurate trajectory

is estimated by orbit determination method using optical and radar observation. Since the close approaches

of PHAs are quite sensitive problem, comparing the result with several analyses are important. In this paper,

the development of trajectory analysis system for asteroids are introduced. Especially, the prediction method

of impact probability for PHAs is investigated. The analysis for close approaches of Apophis and 2008TC3 are

described as an example.

Key Words: Near Earth Object, Impact probability, Orbit estimation
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Table 1 /MERE Apophis GHLEYSEM (2008/01/09)

Value Uncertainty (1 o)

1.81732060369818e-08
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1.65101167930690e-06
7.56680683027179e-05
7.53698300836189-05
3.20902347627226e-05
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Minor planet survey observation by small telescope

Hirohisa KUROSAKI, Toshifumi YANAGISAWA

Abstract

Recently, the discovery of the minor planet with the large telescope stands out. But, the minor planet can be

discovered with the small telescope. It is possible by image analysis. Actually, we have discovered a lot of minor

planets by the image analysis. A small telescope of the aperture 35¢cm enabled the discovery of the faint minor
planet of 22-magnitude by using the moving object detection software. As a result, the minor planets of the main
belt are discovered, many new designations have been acquired. Moreover, the method to observe a minor planet

in a small telescope effectively is studied.

Key Words: Minor Planet, Optical Observation, Telescope, CCD Camera, Detection
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Planetary Science using Small and Medium Sized Telescope
-Small Solar System Bodies and Extrasolar Planets-

Seitaro URAKAWA ", Hiromi HAMANOWA ?, Osamu OHSHIMA ¥, Sin-ichiro OKUMRA B
Tsuyoshi SAKAMOTO ", Kota NISHIYAMA ?, and Makoto YOSHIKAWA 9

Abstract

The light-gathering power of small and medium sized telescopes is less than that of 8m-class telescopes. On the other hand,
a long monitoring observation can be done with small and medium sized telescopes. The unknown physics information for
small solar system bodies is clarified by such monitoring observations. We present the long monitoring observations of
near-carth asteroid (8567). The results reveal that asteroid (8567) has a rotational period of 0.364409::0.00003 day, two
possible rotational directions of (A=105% 15", f=35=+ 15°) and (A=295", B=75x15"), a color of S-type asteroid, and Itokawa
like shape: contact binary asteroid. Besides, we introduce the observation of extrasolar planets and mission target objects as

adequate research targets for small and medium sized telescope.

Key Words: NEO, small solar system bodies, extrasolar planets, photometry
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