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The Spaceguard activities in Japan and its educational importance

Noritsugu TAKAHASHI
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Abstract

The Japan Spaceguard Association was established on October 20, 1996, since that time ten years
have already elapsed. The association was formed with the mission to create awareness of asteroid
collisions that has gained increasing concern both academically and socially. In conjunction with
interdisciplinary discussions among the research community and general public, observations and
studies should be conducted. As a result of pouring efforts into educational activities in raising
awareness of Earth-approaching- asteroids and asteroid collisions through lectures, publications of the
magazine ASTEROID and books, we have completed the construction of the Bisei Spaceguard Center
in Bisei-cho, Ibara City, Okayama Prefecture, the worldas first observation facility dedicated to track
celestial objects approaching the Earth. The objective of the center is to seek all asteroids likely to
collide with the Earth in the future. To that end, there are six observers who search the heavens every
night. So far, roughly 1000 asteroids have been discovered including the following Earth-approaching
asteroids - Number 20826 (provisional code 2000UV13, October 21, 2000), 2007YZ (December 18,
2007) and BATTERS comet (November 21, 2001) and provisional codes for such asteroids have been
acquired.

The educational activities such as Spaceguard Detective Agency that was implemented as part of the
Spaceguardis activities in Japan are introduced, and their educational importance are described.
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