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Research collaborations with Maidanak Observatory in Uzbekistan

Fumi YOSHIDA

Abstract

We started research collaboration with Maidanak Observatory in Uzbekistan in the summer of 2003. At this
collaboration, we have observed the young asteroid families for the last 5 years for obtaining their lightcurves

and colors. Several papers related to space weathering and collisional properties were published so far. Recently
the collaboration was extended to other research groups. People from NAOJ, JAXA, BSGA etc. are interested in
the Maidanak observatory. Because the sky condition of Maidanak is suitable for astronomical observation. In
2009, we carried out re-aluminizing the mirror of the 60cm telescope of Maidanak observatory. We held the

Maidanak users meeting so that researchers can discuss the maintenance and operation methods at Maidanak in

2009, 2010. For supporting the education of the young, we invited two students to a training seminar for asteroid

observations at NAQJ, JAXA and BSGA in Japan in 2010 February. We hope to encourage the development

ofastronomy in Uzbekistan through our research collaboration.
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