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Optical Telescope Systems at Kashima Space Technology Center

Tetsuharu FUSE

Abstract

Kashima Space Technology Center, NICT, has two optical telescopes, which were placed on the roof of Main
Research Building in 1997 and 2002, mainly to measure the positions of geostationary satellites; afterward
mechanical trouble occurred in both telescope mounts in around 2005. They were fixed but the observational
systems have been changed and the telescopes can now observe the geostationary satellites only. Since our future
research target will include not only geostationary satellites but also low earth orbit satellites, we have plans for
replacing of the mounts and developing of a new CCD camera system especially for the low earth orbit satellites.
In this paper, we report the current status and future plans of the telescopes.
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