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Current Status of Hayabusa2

Makoto YOSHIKAWA

Abstract

As the follow-on of Hayabusa, the world's first asteroid sample return mission, Hayabusa2 was
launched in December 3, 2014. The target of Hayabusa2 is Asteroid (162173) Ryugu (=1999 JU3),
which is a C-type asteroid. The scientific purpose is to study not only the formation and evolution of the

solar system but also the organic matter and water, which existed in the early stage of the solar system.

After the launch, Hayabusa2 revolved around the sun near the orbit of the earth for first one year. Just

one year later, on December 3, 2015, it came back to the earth to perform the Earth swing-by. The Earth

swing-by was successful, and the orbit has changed to go to Ryugu. In this paper, we summarize the

status of Hayabusa2 up to the Earth swing-by.
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