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Activity Status of APAON (Asia-Pacific Asteroid Observation Network)

Shin-ichiro OKUMURA"Y, Seitaro URAKAWA", Makoto YOSHIKAWA?, Jun-ichi WATANABE ¥
and APAON members

Abstract

The "Earth collision problem of celestial bodies" (so-called Spaceguard or Planetary defense) is a very
important issue to be solved. The UN COPUOS (United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space) created an International Asteroid Warning Network (IAWN) for shared information on
dangerous asteroids. In response to this, we established an observation network, named APAON
(Asia-Pacific Asteroid Observation Network), to encourage the asteroid observation activity in the
Asia-Pacific region. The follow-up observations of newly discovered Near Earth Objects (NEOs) are
geographically very important in Asia-Pacific region, because most of the unknown NEOs are found at
the observatories in the US. As of June 2017, twelve facilities/institutes in Japan and many institutes from
other ten countries participate in the APAON.
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